When fighting your personal temptations
James 1:12-15
There is no sin so great that you aren’t capable of committing it.

I. Recognize the real attack 

How do you find out what’s the real attack?

Your main temptation most likely is not the one you’re struggling with.

When you knot up a rope where everything’s tangled you wouldn’t just cut the rope or set it to flame to get rid of the tangled mess would you?  No, instead you search through the tangles, find a place to start at and start untangling the knot. Notice the solution to untangling the knot was in the knot itself.  

A lot of the solutions to your problems are found in the problem itself

a. Take a good look at your life and ask God what is preventing you from moving 

    forward in your destiny.
You find the real attack by standing at God’s side while you two take a good look at your life and asking God:  What is it that’s preventing me from fulfilling my destiny?
b. Remember Satan’s main goal is not to get you to fall, it’s to keep you from          

     fulfilling your destiny.

When Nehemiah began to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem he came up against a lot of resistance. People laughed at him and told him his ministry was foolish and he was too weak to accomplish such a task. Others decided to attack him and tried to bully him into stopping.
A lot of times the question we ask God is why would He open a door or provide an opportunity and then make it so difficult to obtain. 
I’m sure Nehemiah got frustrated and asked God the same question. Those men who opposed him seriously hurt his feelings.  He prayed in (Neh 4:4-5) for vengeance!
 But the point is that he pressed toward the mark. 

c. Recognize that all your attacks revolve around your purpose.
NEVER LOOSE SIGHT OF YOUR VISION. WRITE IT DOWN AND MAKE IT PLAIN SO THAT YOU ALWAYS KNOW WHAT THIS IS ALL FOR… SO YOU ALWAYS HAVE A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNELL.

Remember what battles to ignore, if it doesn’t come between you and your destiny, most likely it’s a battle Satan is using to distract you.

II. Once you’ve found the real attack, don’t attack it

Our instinct is to focus on this new found sin and try to snuff it out, when in actuality all your doing is giving it a spot light.
What we try to do is defeat the temptation, which is not possible. It comes and goes and we must learn to resist. 

That made me angry, what do you mean its impossible to defeat my temptation?

What do you mean I cannot defeat my own personal demons?
Then God defined the true form of my personal demons. Pick up the mirror.
· Your personal demons are really just the evil inside of you. It’s a apart of you and unless you can destroy yourself and survive you’re stuck with yourself and so is that number one temptation.  It will always be there 
a. Your main temptation is apart of you

James 1:14-15
but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.
Its in us because there is no growth without resistance. Sometimes the thorn in your side is a vital organ.

b. Good news is this is a common condition.
1 Cor 10:13
13 No temptation[a] has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted[b] beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted,[c] he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.
How do you remedy this problem?
The answer is in the age old question: What happens when an unstoppable force (such as God) meets an immovable object (such as the sin in you)?
You surrender

c. Surrender your life and your body to Christ.
You’re not surrendering to the sin or the will to defeat it yourself, your surrendering yourself to Christ. You’re committing your whole life to Christ. (The root word of commit is surrender)

III. Seek First the Kingdom of God

a. Be careful what you pray for.

There was something on my prayer list I wanted bad. God began preparing me to receive it and then I obsessed over it and God took it away. I was extremely bitter and upset with God. Then God showed me my anger and revealed to me that I wanted what was on my prayer list more than I wanted Christ. 

Pray with a humble heart in pursuit of a relationship with Christ, not to gain His blessings or receive a Spiritual Paycheck (some call it Karma)

Have you ever met someone who you just know, ONLY wants to get in your pants and they’ll say and do anything to get it and once they got it they’re gone. That’s how our relationship in Christ can turn into sometimes if your not careful. You just become obedient to get what you want and once you finally get it you’ll just leave and start looking for something new. 

Or  Statue of liberty. It was a gift from France and is a great representation of New York. I don’t know too much of anything about France. 
* Have you ever had a gift that’s a great representation of you, but COULD be a great representation of Christ but you like the attention too much?

You say YES THANKYOU GOD and then you become so preoccupied with your gift it becomes an idol and God has to snatch it out of your hands. 

b. Get back to the basics: Read your Bible and Pray everyday

When your world goes haywire resort to the basics and build from there. 

c. Remember everything revolves around your purpose.
