Living in perfect peace 

John 14:27

I. There is no peace without harmony.


A. Be mindful of your surroundings


Romans 16:17 - 18
Beware of those who upset other people’s faith.

Those are the people who may always be down and try to bring you down., Those who slow your actions or make you question whether you should act at all. 

That doesn’t include only those who are always down but those who always lack focus and would rather hang out, party or have fun than do what is needed. 

I write messages on a big eraser board on my wall in my room that always seems to remind me. It says, Satan will use distraction as a weapon to destroy you.


B. Be wise in what is good and innocent in what is evil


Roman 16:19
Don’t entertain those people who cause descension and discord amongst the church and against the teaching of God’s word because at that point they are no longer working for the kingdom but they are working for themselves. Their own apetite, their own self pity, anger issues they’re trying to feed their flesh. So instead of providing the food, be completely innocent. Innocent people are not seen at the scene of the crime. 

When someone comes to you trying to feed their flesh leave the scene of the crime. 

He’s also saying in this verse that others will see your obedience and come to you with smooth words and flattering speech. They can come in the form of congradulating you and easily get you worked up and before you know it they’re no longer following you, your following them for their approval and fall right into a trap.

So beware of pride. Slick tongues can be razor sharp.

C. Remain in Him

Remain in me and I will remain in you. I tell you this so you can have the fullness of Joy. 

Seek intimacy with the Father. 

Practice transparency, confessing your sins to one another.

Excersizes like this help us to cling to him.

The presence of God, is more satisfying than anything you will ever need on this planet. 

More satisfying than food or water.

I’d rather have you than life itself
There is no peace without the presence of God.

God says remain in Him and he will remain in you. 

You know what the benefit is of having the crdeator of the universe set up shop in you?

Everything bows to Him. Your friends, your enemies, everything in life itself bows to the God that lives in you.

I can’t help but to think about Sharach, Meshach and Abednigo.

When they were told to bow to the false Gods and the pressure was on they remained in Him. So when they were thrown into the fire everything burned including the guards who died throwing them in but they did not. Because even fire and flame bow to the almighty God of heaven and earth. 

Even the Pharoah himself recognized their God to be the one true God. (Capital G in the bible.)

II. There is no peace without contentment.

Contentment is learning to live with the desires of your heart and being patient while obtaining them.


A. Christ is your strength – Phil 4:13
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. This is not the strength that comes from the sweat of your brow, but strength that comes from what is hidden in your heart. Foundational strength that reveals itself when you’re pressed to your core.

Contentment is all about foundations.  
The secret to being happy at anytime in everything that happens is found in the strength of Jesus Christ.
A few months ago I had noticed my songwriting had slowed down a lot. I had put the pen down and slowly began to realize that I had lost some inspiration. So I decided to ask God to inspire me to write. 

That night I began   


B. Joy is your comforter – Nehemiah 8:9-12
Joy is not happiness, it’s separate from happiness.

Joy is the comfort that comes from the validity of God’s unbreakable promises.

Happiness is like a leaf being thrown into the fire and joy is like a big dry log \that never burns out.

After Nehemiah rebuilt the city walls of Jerusalem everyone was desperately hungry for the word. So they asked their teacher Ezra to preach the word of God also known as the teachings of Moses. As they began to learn fully about the Teachings of Moses they began to truly understand the teaching of Moses they began to weep. That was when Ezra reminded them that their strength was found in the Joy of the Lord. 
I need God’s joy to burn within me when all other lights go out.
Hidden in Gods joy is strength so tap into his mind, his promises, his foundational truths.


C. Obedience is your foundation. – Jesus walked the path of Obedience.  

Jesus was obedient because Jesus was content.

He was beaten, stripped, whipped and torn down. Not once did he say stop. That’s because God knew the prize outweighed the sacrifice.

THE PRIZE OUT WEIGHS THE SACRIFICE!

Worry is an enemy of contentment, it is an enemy of obedience.

There is a reason you are in the season you’re in and it’s not to torture you.

There are lessons to be learned in this season. Accept the fact that God knows best and move in obedience. 

Move contently, knowing this is a training process and that the prize will outweigh the suffering every time. God is not in the business of disappointment. His promises are just as great as he claims they are. God is more faithful than the sunrise…

III. There is no peace without sacrifice.


A. Sacrifice is necessary to grow 

because when God asks us to sacrifice, He’s asking us to shed our old skin so we can grow into a bigger one. Sacrifice is nothing more than a transformation into something much greater than you were.

Jesus sacrificed himself to save the lost and he transformed into his glorified body.

Abraham attempted to sacrifice his son only to be rewarded for his faithfulness. 

Nehemiah sacrificed his comfortable position next to the king to rebuild Jerusalem.

For some of us God is asking us to sacrifice our cushy comfortable positions to start our own businesses and rebuild parts of the community. 


B. All sacrifice, under obedience is to the glory of God.

Because when there’s less of us, there’s more of him.


C. Bear your own cross as a witness to others.

Bearing your cross is not one big sacrifice and then your done. When Jesus carried his cross he walked a path to that hill, he didn’t just set it up and hang there. The same goes for the cross we bear. We carry these sacrifices down a path, some for a season, others for a lifetime.

And just like Jesus we don’t suffer for ourselves we suffer for others.  
We suffer so others can learn from our suffering.

We suffer like Jesus because this is the Christian walk. To be crucified with Christ. 

God uses Jesus’ suffering for salvation and God uses your suffering for the salvation of others as well.

It’s no coincidence that when God brings you through you run into someone whose going through what you went through. You can now effectively help them with not only warnings but with day to day guidance. You can effectively create disciples who make disciples. 

 Hebrews 4:14-16  

You may run into someone who respects you so much all you have to do is warn them and they will gladly go the other way. 

But for some of you peace is not even an option because you haven’t accepted Christ. You haven’t decided to take the road of peace through life, but instead you decided to walk your own road, using your own direction only to find out that the road your on without Christ will lead to destruction. 

